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1. Summary

EuroScience.Net is a European Internet platform for exchange, discussion and opinion forming on European science issues. It is a non-profit project initiated by science writers aimed at providing information and background on science topics that have impact on society and affect human life – now or in the future. 

Social, political and environmental problems are more and more tackled on a supra-national level. Geographically Europe and politically the EU have the prospect to form strong communities to work on those challenges. Hence, there is a demand for and interest in science and its impact. EuroScience.Net wants to offer the information needed for a deeper understanding and a rewarding discussion among a broad public.

There is no strict definition of a target group because the Internet makes information accessible to everybody. The target audiences, therefore, overlap greatly: science writers, scientists, policy makers, and the general and interested public.

Three further key points are:

- Showing what is going on in other countries, e.g. what topics are covered by the media, what is the status of the discussion in the different countries?

- Networking among European science journalists "from Lisbon to Bucharest".

- View on EU institutions and EU research activities

2. Project idea / Aims / Features

Globalisation, the increasing relevance of science and technology and their implications for society necessitate a higher degree of communication as the national views are mostly narrow and unbalanced. EuroScience.Net will provide information, statements and arguments from different points of view.

We will establish an open source network: science writers all over Europe are welcome to contribute to these pages. It is a non-profit project. Contributions are also possible by scientists (invited) and the general public (feedback, letters).

The features we want to include are as follows (some have already been implemented):

- providing news updates and summaries of the science coverage in European media to give an overview of the recent important European science topics.

- debates on relevant hot topics, including invited papers by scientists and writers. These debates will be moderated by journalists from different countries.

- networking among European science writers, bridging the (language) borders

- web catalogue on science writers’ resources

- detailed maps of the European research area (e.g. on nanotech)

- providing updates and summaries on the science activities of European industries and institutions 

- continuing training for science writers and scientists
- contributors may present their work, portfolio and interest on dedicated pages of the website

The news update and forum character have important challenges:

- the audiences in countries like Germany, UK, France, and Italy gain awareness of R&D in other European countries, e.g. Hungary, Poland or Portugal. Usually, though, the German audience does not look at all "over the fence" to France, and vice versa. By providing a platform to discuss the social implications of scientific topics and the questions of ethics in science, the discussions among the national “islands” could be brought to a broader public and could help to pose and answer the question: “What are my neighbours talking about?”

- topics and journalists from abroad get a chance to reach an international audience.

- journalists work mainly on their own and isolated (not in teams). The site wants to give them some community feeling; one possible option is an address space on the site.

3. Examples for some of the features

Journalists give a (weekly) digest of what science topics are covered in a newspaper/magazine of their interest and choice: e.g., journalists give a summary of the science pages of FAZ, Corriere de la Sera, Nature, The Independent, etc. The focus lies on exclusive top stories in those media. (Deep links to the original site and articles are given.)

Journalists give an Op-Ed-Column of a topic.

Journalists guide a topic stream, by inviting scientists to contribute a statement, moderating a forum or discussion (e.g. on nanotech, biotech, etc.) regarding subjects relevant and of impact for society and the general public.

Since August 2003 we are online at http://www.euroscience.net
The language is preferably English so as to reach the most extended audience, but others are welcome. In this case, we try to provide a translation into English. We endeavour to obtain funding for translation.

4. Team organisation

The contributions are prepared for publication by the editors. The latter also initiate and guide the discussion on the topic streams (e.g. nanotechnology, green biotech, etc.). Thus the editors are the moderators of the process. The editors may cooperate via the Web.

There may be some kind of hierarchy: 1. editors; 2. correspondents; 3. contributors. The correspondents may work in two ways: /a/ regional (e.g. from Poland); /b/ topical (e.g. on nanotechnology). They may also initiate and guide a topic stream. The contributors may be journalists, scientists, and the general public - with occasional participation.

The news updates and digests focus on the leading publications of the European nations. The articles are posted on the web site and sent out by a weekly newsletter.

5. Project schedule

- June 2003: start of the project

- Sep 2003: website goes online; Dec 2003: we submitted a FP6 proposal (without success)
- 2004: we present the project on several conferences

6. Financial proposal

The project is non-profit. Participants do their job for the benefit of the community.

We need funding for: Financial options to pay (at a later stage) for the contributions; for design and programming; content management system; translations into English; infrastructure (IT, snail mail); travel













